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New Puppy Guide

Congratulations on getting yourself a new puppy.  Now the fun (and work!) begins. 

Your puppy was carefully raised and cared for the first few weeks of its life.

Weaned on to a kibble style dog food, romped and played across our house (particularly in the boys room), 

has received a good start toward house breaking and was socialized with strangers and new situations.

Your puppy has received its first shot (without lepto virus), had a veterinarians examination and has been wormed.  

 All of this is standard and is a very good start for your puppy.

Now here is a list of things that your puppy will need to have done in the next few months:

Medical Needs

Shots: Five puppy vaccinations spaced every  four  weeks (at 6, 10, 14, 18 weeks )  and 6 months  old  ( 6 week shot already given).  

 Give  NO Lepto  vaccinations to your  chow. Lepto can cause anaphylactic shock & can kill your chow.

Additionally do not use Fort Dodge vaccines on your dog (there have been several severe reactions in chows to Fort Dodge vaccines).

At 18 weeks it is recommended to give a rabies shot (good for one year) and a bordetello nasal spray

Worming: Worm with Strongid T at 6 and 12 weeks (6-week worming is already done)  

Heartworm Protection: Heartgard Plus (protects from heart worms): One tablet every month: test once per year (no test needed initially)

For the best protection and Heartgard guarantee this should be given all 12 months of the year.

Anesthesia: Chows are not a good breed to put under anesthesia. Many chows do not come out from under anesthesia so you should be very careful.

Do not  put your chow under unless it is absolutely necessary. 

Please contact us prior to any surgery and we will let you know what we have found to be the best choice for anesthesia in chows.

Training Needs

Once the puppy is 10-12 weeks old and has had at least three puppy shots he/she is ready for basic obedience training at a local training center.

Feel free to contact us about suggestions as to where to go for training. 

To ensure a well-adjusted and well-behaved adult your puppy needs to be socialized and trained. 

This will enable your puppy to be an excellent life long companion. 

Puppies should be 'crate trained' for their protection and well being.  

Feeding Needs

You should have water available to your puppy at all times. 

We open feed, that is having food available to your puppy at all times 

(for puppies we limit this to 7 am to 7 p.m. so the puppy doesn't want to go to the bathroom at 3 am ). 

Your puppy was weaned from mothers milk on to Nutri Source Puppy Food  (let me tell you it was a messy process). 

We also suggest that you limit treats and definitely do not feed your puppy any table scraps.  

Puppy food  may not look exciting to eat but it contains everything your puppy needs.  

If you feed table scraps or switch foods you may find out this can lead to intestinal upset (diarrhea). 

We have also found that it is a good idea to use sliced cheese as an occasional treat.

This will be a great help if your puppy needs to take medicine (just wrap up the pill in a small piece of cheese and the puppy will swallow it right down).

Heat Stroke and Frostbite

Care should be taken when your dog is left outside in even moderate temperatures. 

Make sure a reliable water supply is available and also the dog can get into some shade.  

When temperatures start to rise into the 70's (here in Michigan its May thru Sept) don't leave your chow outside unattended, especially younger dogs.  

Younger dogs are much more energetic and over heat much quicker than an older dog.

Be careful when playing with a puppy outside in the heat. Additionally the danger of overheating a dog in a parked car should not be overlooked.

A bright, sunny day can raise the temperature in a car 40 to 50 F over the outside temperature.

As expected the rough coated chow takes the cold better than the smooth coats do. 

A chow, rough or smooth is fine outside in temperatures down as low as 10 F for short periods.

If the temperature goes below that the chow should only be allowed outside to take care of their business and then brought right back inside,

remember they may have a nice fur coat but they are also bare footed. 

Eye Care

Proper eye care is important to keep your puppies eyes clean and healthy.  

Weekly your puppy's eyes and ears should be wiped with Listerine (NOT MINT) or its generic equivalent.  

A simple wash cloth is ideal for this purpose.  

Should your puppy's eyes tear excessively or have a colored discharge contact your vet or us for guidance on what further actions are necessary.

Miscellaneous 

We recommend that you neuter or spay your companion at  5  to 6 months of age.  

This will lead to a longer, healthier life for your companion (lower cancer risk, no unwanted breeding and no heat cycles).

To keep your chows coat in top condition and free of tangles a weekly grooming at home will keep the coat in good shape.  

As far as bathing is concerned your chow can normally be kept clean with a bath every month. 

Puppies however seem to find the tiniest mud puddle to wallow in (or anything else they can find as long as it’s gooey or stinky), 

and should be bathed as necessary to keep them at an acceptable level of cleanliness.

Occasionally a chow will start to limp on their rear leg/legs during the 'lock down phase' 

when the rear legs stiffen up at about  6 -10 months old (giving the Chow their unique, stilted gait). 

Please call us at that time and we can give you guidance on what to do. 

If you have any questions or medical issues please call us and we'll be happy to help you through the problem.
